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Coliform are a family of bacteria common in soils, plants and animals. You bacteria. The
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Can coliform harm your health?
Finding coliform or other bacteria in water does not necessarily always mean you will become ill. However, if these
organisms are present, other disease-causing organisms may also be present. The presence of fecal contamination is a sign
that a possible health risk exists for individuals exposed to this water. Health symptoms related to drinking or swallowing
water contaminated with fecal coliform bacteria generally range from no ill effects to cramps and diarrhea (gastrointestinal
distress). Sanitarians and those who test water look for total and fecal coliform bacteria to alert people to the possible
dangers and suggest proper treatments to remove potentially harmful bacteria from the water. The presence of any fecal
coliform in drinking water is of immediate concern as many diseases can be spread through fecal transmission.




