What is rabies and how
do people get it?

Fahies is an infectious viral disease thar affecs the nervous
system of humans and other mammals. People ger rabies
from the bire of an animal with rabies {a rabid animal). Any
wild mammal, like a raccoon, skunk, fox, or bat, can have ra-
bies and reansmir i o penpie. lris also 5:-1!5-:«':|:ri|:. bruae Cjuite
rare, thar peaple may ger rabies if infecrious marerial from a
rabid animal, such a saliva, gets directly into their eyes, nose,

Eoantiy, ar '\l'ul!:ll.ll1|.|.

Piecause rabies 52 faal disease, the _l-_"I.'IiI.I I.Il.E:lllll:IIil'.' health
it, firsr, o prevent Fuman EX[RMALRE LD rabies by educarion
and, :u:\-:.|1|:|-|.‘|. [#4] el £l lhr 1.‘|iM.':|.=.r I;:.}. .||'|!i-|:.||:hi-.'.-. AT 17
rian if EXPOSUNE OCCILTS. Tens of thousands 11f|‘=—¢'|'ri‘:l|¢.' are suC-
I.'t."\ﬁr'al.”}' vaccinated each year alter |1|.-i11g birten by an animal
that may have mbies. However, a few peaple die of rabies
=achi year i the Uniced Stanes, :l.'.'n:l]l:.' berause I!|:r.'.l.' do not
recopnize the sk ol rabies fram rhe bite of 2 wild animal and

do not seek modieal advice.

Why should.[\learn about bats
and rabies?

host of the recent human rbies cases have been caused by
rabies virnzes przociate] with bate. Awarenes of the facts
about bats and rabies can help people protect themselves,
their families, and their pets, This information may also help
clear up misunderstandings about bats,

There are many rumors and lepends about bats which are
nod true, Bats are not blind. They aréacither rodents nor
birds. Only three species in Latin' America feed on blood
after inflicting small bite wounds —and miost bats do no
have rabies. Baws play key roles in ecosystems around the
globe, from rain forests to deserts, espedially by eating in-
sects, including agricultural pests. The begt protection we can
offer these unique mammals is o learn Mot abougitheir
habits and recognize the value of living safehy sagh them.
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How can | tell if a bat has rabies?

Rabics can be confirmed only in a laboratory. However, any
bar that is active by day, found in a place where bats are nor
usually seen (for example, in a room in your home or on the
laown), or unable to fly, iz far more likely than others o be
rabid, Saich bats are often the most approachable. Because
there is no guarantee thar a rabid bat will behave any differ-
ently than a normal one, it is best never 1o handle any bar

What should | do if | come in contact
with a bat?

“._'.'l.ﬁt are bitted |1:|' d bt = ar if infectious material I:'-u|.'|1 HE
saliva) feom o bar EELS INLG YOUr £Yes, nose, mouth, ora fresh
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People 11'3.|.|::||:|.' kmwow when thiy have been birtten by a bar,

However, becanses bais have small teeth which may |agve
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yvoou should seek madical advice even in the absence af an ob

vious bite wound. For example, it you are a deep sleeper or

using sleep medications and find a bat in your room of if you
see 4 bat in the room of an wnartended child or near a2 men-
tally impaired or intoxicated person, seek medical advice and
have the bar resved.

People cannot get rabies just from seeing a bat in an attic,
in @ cave, or ar a distance. In addition, people cannot ger ra-
bies from having contact with bat guanae (feces), bload, or
urineg, or from touching a bar on its fur (even though bats

should never be handled!}.

What should | do if my pet is exposed
to a bat?

“.:n-'llll rhink VEMIF et or domettic animal has been birren 5:-:.'
a bar, immediarely conmer a vererinarian or your health de-
partment For asststance and have the bar tesred for rabies. Re-
member to keep vaccinations current for cats, dogs, and

oeler animals.
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How can | keep bats out of my home?

Somee bars live in hmlding-, and there mav be no reason po
evict thiem if there is livthe chance bor contact with people.
However, hats should .|.|v.':|:p'-. b prevented from entering
roams of your home. For anistance with 'lul.-|rr|.|-:=-|'i|1g" VEMIE
|1|::-|11r'. contack an .'|||i||1.|.| contral ar wakdhilfe con '.|,'r1.':|1i41n
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ARG SOME SUZEEHicns. Carefully sxamine vour home for holes

that might allow bats entry into your living quarters. Any
openings larger that a quarter-inch by a halt-inch should be
caulked. Use window screens, chimney caps, and drafi-
guards beneath doors o arics, fill electrical and plumbing
holes with steel wool or caulking, and ensure thar all doors 1o
the ouside close ighthy.

Additional “bar-proofing” can prevent bats from roosting
i artics or buildings by covering outside entry poines. Ob-
serve where the bats exir ar dusk and exclude them by loosely
hanging clear plasric sheeting or bird netting over these areas,
Bars can crawl our and beave, bur cannot reenter. After the
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home, visit Bar Conservation [nternational’s websire {see cnd

af brochiire),

Things to remember when
“bat-proofing”

* Dunng summer, many young bats are unable o i IF
vou exclude adult bars during this time, the young may
he trapped inside. Thus, i!|-E'-|1mi|1||.'-. avoad exclusion From

May through August,

o Most bars leave in the Bl or winter to hibernate, so these

are the best onmes to "bat-proot”™ your home

Common Bat Entry Points




How can | safely capture

a bat in my home?

If a bat is present in your home and you cannot rule out
the possibility of exposure, leave the bat alene and
contact an animal-control or public health agency for
assistance If professional help is unavallable, use
precautions to capture the bat safely, as described below.

What vou will need:

« leather work gloves (put them on)

+ small box or coffee can

« piece of cardboard . S

- tape | [ 3

When the bat lands, approach
it slowly, while wearing the g
gloves, and place the box or §
coffee can over it. Slide the
cardboard under the container
to trap the bat inside. Tape the
cardboard to the container ! ¥
securely, and punch small holes Ml
in the cardboard, allowing the bat | y -
to breathe. Contact yourhealth || @ 7 [
department or animal-control A
authority to make arrangements
for rables testing.

Ifvou see a bat in your home
and you are sure no human or
pet exposure has ocourred,
confine the bat to a room by —
dosing all doors and windows
leading out of the room except - -
thase to the outside. The bat will
probably leave soon. If not, it -
can be caught, as described, 2nd -
released outdoors away from ' WESS
people and pets. , S
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Case Study

During October 2008, a 55-year old man and his family
naticed a bat that roosted in the rafters of their porch for
several days before it flew into their house. The man
captured the bat and allowed it to crawl up his arm and
neck where it bit him on the ear, At the time, the man
mentioned the possibility of rables to his family, but did
nat report the incidence to public health authorities or
ook medical advice. The man left the bat unrestrained in
the house for two days befare releasing the bat after
concluding that it was not sick. Four to six weeks later, the
man became sick and died of rabies. Diagnostic testing
confirmed a rabies virus variant associated with bats.
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This case demonstrates several points:

« Unlike cats, dogs, and ferrets there is no observation
period that can safely rule out the possibility of rabies
transmission from a bat or other wild animal exposures,

« Persons should never handle wild animals. If contact
with the bat had been avoilded the bite most likely
would not have occurred. If a wild animal is easily

W : - . o 4%
How can rabies be prevented: approachable, rabies should be suspected.

= Teach children never to handle untamiliar animals, wild
or domestic, even if |h1.':r' appear I'ri.m.;ll:n,r_ "Lowve yOuIr
awn, leave other animals alone” i a good principle for
children to learn,

« If the bat had been submitted for rabies testing
instead of released, a positive test could have led to
life-saving rabies vaccination.

Remember, in situations inwhich a bat is physically
present and you cannot reasonably rule out having
been bitten, safely capture the bat for rabies testing and
seek medical attention immediately.

* Wash any wound from an animal thoroughly with soap
and water and seck medical attention immediarely.
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Have all dead, sick, or easily captured bats tested for ra-
haes il'-\'.':-c]'n:ml.rr.- o peaple or pets oocurs,

* Prevent baws from entering living quarters or acoupied
spEces i homes, churchies, sehools, and other somilar
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* Biea responsible per ovwner by keeping vaccinations current
frae all I:I”'E.'h. ez, and ferrets, Keep vour cats and ferrets in-
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Are bats beneficial?

Yes. Worldwide, bats are a major predator of night-flying
insects,including pests thar cost Farmers billions of dollars
annually. Throughour the tropics, seed dispersal and
pollinarion acrivities by bars are vital o rainfores survival,
In acddition, studies of bars have congribuaeed 1o medical
advances, including the development of navigational aids
for the blind. Unfortunately, many local populations of bhats
hawe beendestroyed and many species are now endangered.

Where can | learn more about bats?

Contact vour state or loct wildlife conservation agency or
] BEAC)

Bar Contervation International:

ﬂ.al f:ml.'.er'.ul:il.m ]r.|1-|.'rr|J.I!:-||:rn:|.|, !rn::.
PO Box 162603 Avustin, Texas TAT 16
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Ta learn more about endangered bars and the Endangered
Species Act, contact the U S Fish and Wildlife Service:

LIS Fish and Wildlife Service
I.:.I\'iﬁi.”il. 1JE.I':IthIII;l'“d Hi"l.'\'_it'.'l-
4401 M. Eairfax Drive, Room 452
Arlingron, Virginia 22203
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Where can | learn more about rabies?

Contact your state or local health department or the Centers
for Discase Contrel and Prevention:

Centers for Discase Control and Prevention

Rabies Section MS G-

1600 Clifton Road

Addanra, Georgia 30333
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Loonotic Discase Program m

Burean of Infectious Diseases Ohlo
Ohio Department of Health Depbrtmant of Health
246 MNorth High Street

Columbus, Ohto 43215

(614) 7321025, option 2
herpe/fweww,odh.ohio.govirabies
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