
Total and Fecal 

Coliform Bacteria
Answers to Frequently Asked Health Quesons

Groundwater 
(underground drinking 
water) in a properly 
constructed well should 
have minimal-to-no 
coliform bacteria. If 
coliform are found in a 
well it well it generally means 
bacterial and mineral 
slimes have built up and 
your well needs to be 
professionally cleaned 
by a registered private 
water system 
ccontractor.

Homeowners who 
use cisterns, springs 
or ponds as a drinking 
water source should 
use treatment 
devices to disinfect 
and filter the water to 
remremove coliform 
bacteria. The 
presence of total 
coliform in a water 
sample means the 
disinfecon system is 
not working properly.

Improperly 
maintained 

treatment devices 
can be sources of 
contaminaon. 
Home water filters 
and other 

wawater-treatment 
devices should be 
changed and 
maintained in 
accordance with 
manufacturer's 
recommendaons.


