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           R. Joseph Ebel R.S., M.S., M.B.A 

Health Commissioner Report  

 

2009 has been the most challenging year for public health in recent history. 

When H1N1 Influenza was first diagnosed, we were faced with a new flu strain, 

with no vaccine and no natural immunity.  From late March through October, 

our efforts focused on education, disease tracking, outbreak response, and mass vaccination 

planning. The high number of samples submitted for testing to the CDC, and later to the Ohio 

Department of Health, quickly surpassed the laboratory capacity. 

In October, H1N1 vaccine began to arrive in small shipments. The limited vaccine supply lead 

to prioritization of high risk groups, established by the CDC. Initially we were limited to only 

healthcare workers and EMS personnel. Later we added pregnant women, young children, 

adults with health conditions, and eventually the vaccine was opened to the general public. By 

mid-January of 2010 we had distributed over 18,000 doses of H1N1 vaccine. 

2009 Highlights/Challenges 

¶ State budget cuts resulted in cuts to Help Me Grow, the Head Lice Program, Child Car 

Seat program, and others totaling $400,000 in reduced funding to LCHD during the July 

2009-June 2010 state fiscal year. 

¶ Secured a grant to act as the Breast and Cervical Cancer Program coordinator for the 8 

county Central Ohio region. 

¶ Received funding from the Licking County Foundation to continue the Head Lice 

program. 

¶ Expanded our 3rd grade wellness program to Northridge School District and to Newton 

Elementary with support from the Boeing Foundation. 

¶ Brought OSU’s mobile dental unit to Newark Schools to provide free dental care. 

¶ I served on Our Futures Licking County, L.C. Family and Children First Council, CFLP 

Solid Waste District Policy Committee, Newark Bike Trail Study, Pataskala Housing 

Committee, L.C. Wellness Coalition, Central Ohio Region Public Health Response 

Committee, L.C. Child Fatality Review Board, United Way Agency Executive 

Committee, and other committees and workgroups.  Other staff also served on a 

variety of committees. 

¶ Quickly and efficiently provided H1N1 vaccine to area residents. 
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Highlights:  

¶ Launched Breast and Cervical Cancer Project. 

¶ The O.S.U. Mobile Dental Coach which was brought to Licking County as a result of our 

Dental Sealant Program was featured in The Columbus Dispatch’s This Week. 

Approximately 80 Newark City School children received free dental care during the 

month of February. 

¶ Obtained funding through the Licking County Foundation to continue Head Lice 

Program. 

¶ New vaccine storage refrigerator and temperature monitoring system. 

¶ Nurses and support staff worked many evening and some weekend clinics to make 

H1N1 vaccination convenient for all residents.  

¶ Provided a nurse to work 83 days at the Community Health Clinic. 

  

Nursing Programs  2007 2008  2009  

Immunizations (# of Children) 2,105 1,697 2,381 

International Travel Vaccine Clients 790 558 455 

HIV Testing 788 1,114 1,154 

Pre-School Vision Screenings 0 325 0 

STD Clinic Clients 609 700 633 

Jail HIV/Hepatitis  0 544 641 

Flu Vaccine Doses (Seasonal) 2,036 2,087 1,949 

H1N1 Flu Vaccine Doses Administered 0 0 17,347 

Help Me Grow Service Coord. Visits 2,820 3,905 1,486 

At Risk Pregnancy Consultations 1,977 2,155 2,098 

BCMH Visits (Children w/Medical Handicaps) 282 333 120 

TB Tests 2,414 2,310 1,728 

Head Lice Consultations/Visits 502 431 270 

Home Health Visits 969 745 252 

Breast and Cervical Cancer Program 0 0 373 

Dental Sealants Applied 
 

871 1,226 



Help Me Grow is a program for Licking County’s 

expectant parents, newborns, and toddlers. It provides 

health and developmental services so that children start 

school ready and able to learn.  This program offers 

guidance to parents on typical growth and development 

of babies and toddlers and assists parents in learning positive parenting techniques.  It guides 

parents in coordinating services for the unique developmental needs of their children 

Breast and Cervical Cancer 

Project: Provides education, 

screening, re-screening, 

diagnostics and case 

management related to breast and cervical cancer in an eight county central Ohio region. 

Women are eligible for the BCCP if they meet the following:  

•Live in households with incomes less than 200 percent of the poverty level, and  

•Are uninsured, and  

•Are 40 years of age or older to receive Pap tests and clinical breast exams, or  

•Are 50 years of age or older to receive mammograms. 

Head Lice Program: Provides treatment for head lice, parent education, and counseling. 

Reproductive Health Clinic: Diagnosis, treatment, and counseling for sexually transmitted 

diseases. Free HIV testing and counseling. 

Dental Sealants: Provides free dental screenings, oral health education, and dental sealants to 

2nd and 6th grade students in income qualifying districts. Sealants seal the tops of molars, 

reducing the risk of cavities. Newark City Schools, Mt. Gilead (Park Avenue Elementary), Mt. 

Vernon City (Twin Oak Elementary), Par Excellence Academy Elementary, Ridgewood (West 

Lafayette Elementary), River View School District (Union Elementary & Warsaw Elementary). 

At-Risk Pregnancy Program: Provides education and counseling to pregnant women and new 

moms. The goal of this program is for the clients to experience a healthy pregnancy and 

delivery, and equip them to care for their newborn child. 

Early Head Start Program: This new program will begin in March 2010. The goal is to work 

with low income families with children under three years old to provide parenting training and 

to work with the children to make sure that they are developing properly. 



Reportable Condition Cases 

Amebiasis 0 

Botulism, infant 0 

Brucellosis 0 

Campylobacteriosis 13 

Chlamydia 251 

Coccidioidomycosis 0 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 0 

Cryptosporidiosis 3 

E. coli  0 

Ehrlichiosis - Human Granulocytic (HGE) 0 

Ehrlichiosis - Human Monocytic (HME) 1 

Encephalitis - post other infection 0 

Encephalitis - primary viral 0 

Giardiasis 7 

Gonorrhea 55 

Haemophilus influenzae (invasive disease) 1 

Hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) 0 

Hepatitis A 2 

Hepatitis B (including delta) - acute 2 

Hepatitis B (including delta) - chronic 10 

Hepatitis C - acute 2 

Hepatitis C - chronic 82 

Hepatitis E 0 

Influenza-associated Hospitalization 55 

Kawasaki disease (mucocutaneous lymph node syndrome) 0 

LaCrosse virus disease (other California serogroup virus disease) 0 

Legionellosis - Legionnaires' Disease 5 

Leptospirosis 0 

Listeriosis 0 

Lyme Disease 1 

Malaria 0 

Meningitis - aseptic/viral 13 

Meningitis - bacterial (Not N. meningitidis) 0 

Meningococcal disease - Neisseria meningitidis  1 

Mumps 0 

Pertussis 122 

Q fever 0 

Rabies - animal 0 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever (RMSF) 1 

Salmonellosis 23 

Shigellosis 8 

St. Louis encephalitis virus disease 0 

Streptococcal - Group A -invasive 2 

Streptococcal - Group B - in newborn 1 

Streptococcal toxic shock syndrome (STSS) 0 

Streptococcus pneumoniae - invasive antibiotic resistance unknown  23 

Streptococcus Pneumoniae-invasive antibiotic resistant/intermediate 0 

Typhoid fever 0 

Typhus fever 0 

Varicella 29 

Vibrio parahaemolyticus infection 3 

West Nile virus disease (also current infection) 0 

Yersiniosis 1 
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Health Promotion  

²ŜΩǊŜ !ŎǘƛǾŜ [ƛŎƪƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ is a wellness program that promotes physical 

activity and proper nutrition. Activities include: Wellness Coalition meetings, 

Pink Strides walk, bike path distance marking, pedometer distribution, 

lcwalc.org website, bike to work day, and Kickin’ Ash Splash pool party. 

Child Safety Seats: In 2009 our technicians did 80 car seat checks, taught 27 car 

seat classes, and provided low income residents with 129 free car seats. 

Parents Who Host Lose the Most: Prevention of underage alcohol use and 

education of parents about the dangers of allowing underage drinking in their 

homes. Partnered with Newark P.D. and L.C. Sheriff to conduct compliance checks at 

businesses that sell alcohol. 

Partners in Wellness: 3rd Grade Health and Wellness program. Provides lessons every two 

weeks on a variety of topics including nutrition, exercise, 

handwashing, and bullying prevention to 1,400 students 

in Granville, Johnstown, Licking Valley, Heath, North 

Fork, Lakewood, Licking Heights, Northridge, Par Excellence, and Granville Christian Academy. 

Safe Communities: Traffic Safety program provides motorcycle safety, drunk and drugged 

driving prevention, seat belt “Click it or Ticket” campaign, What’s Holding You Back, Over the 

Limit – Under Arrest, State Farm teen driving event, and other initiatives. 

Tobacco Prevention: Kickin’ Ash Splash tobacco free pool party was attended by 1,098 people. 

Taught LifeSkills curriculum to 332 sixth grade students. Presentation given to Newark High 

School students. 

SASS ς Screening and Social Support for Breast Cancer Program:  

¶ Enrolled 22 new women (137 women in program).   

¶ Provided 98 screening mammograms and 12 diagnostic mammograms.  

¶ Medical reimbursements to 45 women diagnosed with breast cancer. 

¶ Think Pink Event: Over 160 people attended. 

¶ Rally for the Cure: Moundbuilder’s Country Club event raised over $20,000 

¶ Pink Strides walk raised $2,950.  

Health Fairs and Events: Health Educators attended 16 health fairs at employers, schools, and 

other locations. LCHD participated in the Utica Ice Cream Festival Parade, Granville 4th of July 

parade, Johnstown Firefighters parade, and Newark Jaycees parade. 



Environmental Health  

Radon is a colorless and odorless 

radioactive gas that is the second 

leading cause of lung cancer. In Licking 

County, the average home has an 

indoor radon level more than twice as 

high as the EPA recommended action 

level. In the 43055, 43056, and 43023 

Zip codes, 3 out of 4 homes exceed the 

action level. Free test kits are available 

at the Health Department and at the 

Granville, Pataskala, and Johnstown 

municipal offices. 

Mosquito Control  
In 2009 we identified more mosquitoes 

infected with 

West Nile Virus 

than in any 

other year. One 

area on the 

west end of Newark saw numerous 

infected trap sites. We are working 

with the Newark City Engineer and the 

businesses in the area to address 

drainage issues that are contributing to 

large mosquito populations in the area. 

New Construction  
A little bit of good news: Building of 

new homes and businesses stayed at 

the same level as in 2008. Building had 

declined every year since 2003. Let’s 

hope that in 2010 we start to see an 

increase in new construction. 

 

  

Program Permits Inspections Consultations 

Food Service Operations 612 1712 488 

Food Establishments 220 518 312 

Mobile 71 239 37 

Vending  126 111 6 

Temporary Food Event 146 134 31 

Manufactured Home Park 27 142 71 

Campground 17 30 27 

Day Camp 9 12 4 

Pools and Spas 69 542 36 

Bathing Beaches 3 4 1 

Waste Facility 2 225 43 

Schools 75 90 35 

Tattoo/Body Piercing 8 12 14 

New Sewage Installations 70 131 341 

Sewage Alterations 7 28 44 

Existing Sewage Systems 
 

88 85 

Semi-Public Sewage 362 332 9 

Private Water Systems 159 113 140 

Plumbing Residential 341 752 328 

Plumbing Commercial 142 135 527 

Backflow Prevention 1004 
  Water Samples Collected 433 
  Radon Test Kits Distributed 715 
  Nuisance Complaints Complaints Inspect/Consult 

Solid Waste 663 638 
 Sewage 54 78 
 Food 101 101 
 Smoking 91 95 
 Other 28 48 
 Total 937 960 
 Rabies / Animal Bites 

   Dog  233 
  Cat 81 
  Raccoon 3 
  Other 7 
  Mosquito Control  745 traps set  

 West Nile Virus 63 positive pools 

Miles of Spraying 496 
  



Environmental  Health Permits/Complaints by Political Subdivision  

*Food includes Food Service, Retail Food Establishments, Mobile, Vending, and Temporary. 

 

Political 
Subdivision 

Sewage 
Permits 

Well 
Permits 

Plumbing 
Residential 

Plumbing 
Commercial 

Nuisance 
Complaints 

Animal  
Bites 

Food* 
Permits 

Visits All EH 
Programs 

Alexandria 0 0 0 1 0 1 6 46 

Bennington 2 3 4 0 1 2 14 71 

Bowling Green 1 2 2 0 1 1 1 73 

Buckeye Lake 0 1 3 3 25 4 32 288 

Burlington 6 4 4 1 4 1 3 81 

Croton 0 1 1 0 1 1 16 40 

Eden 1 3 2 0 1 1 4 71 

Etna 4 3 12 5 37 13 38 414 

Fallsbury 1 4 3 0 2 1 3 55 

Franklin 6 6 5 0 4 1 1 84 

Granville Twp. 9 8 13 3 7 14 23 353 

Granville Village 2 0 6 7 9 2 51 324 

Gratiot 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Hanover Twp. 3 12 2 3 12 7 3 172 

Hanover Village 0 4 3 1 0 1 6 73 

Harrison 3 3 19 1 6 0 6 183 

Hartford 2 4 1 0 0 2 3 121 

Heath 0 0 6 21 41 25 135 752 

Hebron 0 0 4 3 16 14 27 202 

Hopewell 5 6 2 0 1 1 1 60 

Jersey 2 6 3 0 1 1 5 94 

Johnstown 1 0 3 8 10 7 55 303 

Kirkersville 0 0 1 0 4 1 5 66 

Liberty 6 8 5 0 3 2 8 108 

Licking 2 11 17 0 18 4 25 297 

Madison 6 8 7 1 7 5 11 155 

Mary Ann 3 3 0 1 9 1 3 144 

McKean 3 4 4 0 3 1 6 113 

Monroe 1 7 11 1 8 7 3 147 

Newark Twp. 1 1 5 0 2 2 4 88 

Newark City 5 2 106 65 638 149 371 3900 

Newton 4 6 5 0 3 3 5 121 

Pataskala 4 5 63 12 45 20 91 721 

Perry 8 11 4 0 1 4 3 76 

St. Albans 3 10 6 0 1 2 3 65 

St. Louisville 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 20 

Union 10 12 8 2 11 7 42 284 

Utica 0 0 0 2 3 3 47 142 

Washington 4 3 1 0 1 5 9 72 

Totals 108 161 341 141 936 318 1074 10380 



 

WIC – Women, Infants, and Children  

Licking County’s Women, Infant, and Children’s Supplemental Nutrition Program (WIC) 

provides nutrition education and screening, supplemental foods, and referrals to women 

(pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding), infants, and children less than 5 years old. 

$2,301,040.90 was spent in 2009 on groceries purchased with Licking County WIC coupons.   

The approved foods for WIC changed in 2009.  The healthier 

guidelines include; more whole grains, fruits, and vegetables, 

and less juice, eggs and cheese. 

 

 

 

Vital Statistics – Birth and Death Records  

Births and Deaths occurring in Licking County are recorded by the Registrar, and certified 

copies of birth and death certificates are available. 2009 Births: 1110; Deaths: 1210. 

32 Children, or 2.9%, were born to mothers under 18 years old. 152 (13.7%) mothers were less 

than 20 years old. 

Most popular names:   Boys     Girls  
Hayden 7   Isabella 12 

    Jacob  7   Olivia  10 
    Landon 7   Ava  9 
    Aiden  6   Alexis  7 
    Elijah  6   Aubrey 7 
    Jackson 6   Sophia 7 
    Joshua 6   Madison 6 
    Liam  6    
    Logan  6 
    Noah  6 
    Wyatt  6 
 
 
 

Caseload Monthly Average 

Total 3668 

LCHD 2634 

Buckeye Lake 234 

Pataskala 541 

Johnstown 223 

GRADS 
C-TEC 

16 
10 
5   



Financial Report  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Grant Funds 2009 

Child & Family Health Services $           50,929 

Help Me Grow $         204,579 

Injury Prevention $              6,750 

Tobacco Prevention $           38,169 

Radon $           35,062 

Safe Communities $           29,864 

Immunizations $           72,300 

Physical Activity-United Way $           30,002 

Emergency Preparedness $         328,544 

Breast & Cervical Cancer $           67,306 

Medical Reserve Corps $              5,000 

Job & Family Services $           41,915 

Dental Sealants $           56,999 

Women, Infants, & Children $         416,718 

Solid Waste District $         104,489 

HIV/DIS $           47,750 

City Readiness Initiative $           18,000 

Healthy Vision $              1,500 

Drug Free Action Alliance $              3,000 

Seat Belt Safety $                 340 

Head Lice: Licking Co. Foundation $           25,000 

Gannett Foundation $              2,000 

Grant Funding Total $       1,586,217 

Fund  Income Expenses 

General   $   3,882,013   $   3,720,937  

WIC  $      441,718   $      506,919  

Solid Waste   $      104,489   $      117,161 

C&DD Disposal   $        61,365  $        52,107 

C&DD Groundwater  $          4,360  $          3,439 

Sewage Disposal  $        90,096  $        78,156 

Home Health   $              697  $                 0                       

Total all Funds  $  4,584,739  $  4,478,718 

Funding Source Amount 

Grants  $     1,586,217  

Fees & Charges  $     1,457,855  

State Subsidy  $           40,153  

Local Subsidy  $     1,258,238  

Inter-Fund Transfers  $         242,276  

Total  $     4,584,739  
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